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A Publication of SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

“We are the Ship, All Else the Sea” 
Editor, Larry Lester September, 2012 

In the News 
Jerry Malloy Conference Review 

AN DID WE HAVE FUN! – According to 
our feedback surveys the presentations were 
the best ever.  We had several rookie 
presenters this year in Cleveland that 

included Melissa Booker (on Satchel Paige), Joshua 
Fleer (House of David), David Krell (Cleveland 
Buckeyes), Ron Briley (Elston Howard), and Jennifer 
Vokoun (League Park).  Overall, they brought new spirit 
and energy in revitalizing the 15-year old symposium. 
 
Other presentations included a 
crowd pleasing story about “The 
Woman Who Saved Satchel 
Paige for Cleveland” by Donald 
Spivey, along with Todd 
Peterson’s discovery of “The 
Greatest Catcher in America: 
George “Chappie” Johnson.” 
Chris Lamb set the story 
straight about “Did Rickey Sign 
Robinson to right a 40-year-old 
wrong?”  Meanwhile Ted Knorr 
revealed the details of Rap 
Dixon’s record 14 consecutive 
hits against blackball’s top 
hurlers. (Also see page 5).  
 
Former players in attendance, received personalize 
Rawlings bats, included Ernie “Cokey” Nimmons (of, 
Kansas City Monarchs, Indianapolis Clowns and the 
Philadelphia Stars), Ted Toles, Jr., (p, Pittsburgh 
Crawfords, Newark Eagles and the Cleveland 
Buckeyes), Gene Johnson (1b, Detroit Stars), and 
Melvin Duncan (p, Kansas City Monarchs, Detroit 
Stars). They all shared their stories of triumph and 
tribulation, as we laughed and shed a tear or two. 
 
Attendees were also treated to a special appearance by 
Mrs. Minnie Forbes, former owner of the 1956 Detroit 
Stars. The charming Lady Forbes shared her insight 
about business and the personalities of players like Olan 
“Jelly” Taylor. (See page 6). 
 

Another highlight of the conference was the debut of the 
Larry Doby Forever Stamp by the United States Postal 
Service.  Postmaster W. Spencer Hsu and Senior Vice-
President of Public Affairs for the Indians Bob DiBiasio 
presented the stamp along with David Van Allen of 
USPS’s Corporate Communications. Afterwards full sheets 
and First Day Covers were available for hand cancelation.  
 
In only its third year, the Authors Panel was another 
informative session.  The eminent Lee Lowenfish, author 
of “Branch Rickey: Baseball’s Ferocious Gentleman,” Tom 
Aiello (The Kings of Casino Park), Byron Motley (Ruling 

Over Monarchs, Giants & Stars: 
Umpiring in the Negro Leagues & 
Beyond) and Terry Pluto, author of 
several books and the sports 
columnist for the Plain Dealer 
revealed the inside scoop of 
publishing and editing.   
 
At the conference we announced the 
winners of our $2,500 scholarships; 
Katrina Nguyen and Michael 
Zoorob, and the $1,000 Library 
Grants were awarded to Windy Hill 
Elementary School (Jacksonville, 
FL), and Buffalo United Charter 

School (Buffalo, NY). Art contest winners included 
Milbert Brown, Jr., (in the Amateur category), Darryl 
Shelton (Professional) and Manning Felder (Youth).  
 
Annual winners of the prestigious Robert Peterson 
Recognition Award for their outstanding books, were 
Donald Spivey for “If You Were Only White: The Life of 
Satchel Paige,” and Al Hunter, Jr., for “Thou Shalt Not 
Steal: The Baseball Life and Times of a Rifle-Armed 
Negro League Catcher: Bill “Ready” Cash”. Gary 
Ashwill picked up the Tweed Webb Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his statistical and biographical 
research of players.  
 
Wayne Stivers from Plano, Illinois received the highest 
honor, winning the 6th Fay Vincent Most Valuable 
Partner (MVP) Award for many years of donating vintage 
memorabilia to our silent and live auctions. All in all, it 
was another great conference. Hope to see you next year! 

M

Photo by Phillip Ross 

Hsu (L) & DiBiasio (R)
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Your Daily All-Star Team: 
• Monday’s Child is fair of face. 

• Tuesday’s child is full of 
grace. 

• Wednesday’s child is full 
of woe. 

• Thursday’s child has far 
to go. 

• Friday’s child is loving 
and giving. 

• Saturday’s child works 
hard for a living. 

• But the child who is born on the Sabbath 
Day is bonny and blithe and good and gay. 

The top 12 bonny & blithe Negro Leaguers born on 
Sunday: 

•  c, Stanley “Doc” Glenn 
•  p, Ray Brown - HOFer 
•  p, Willie Foster - HOFer  
• 1b, Ben Taylor – HOFer 
• 1b, Buck Leonard - HOFer 
• 2b, Newt Allen 
• 3b, Ray Dandridge - HOFer 
• ss, Sam Bankhead 
• ss, Dick Lundy 
• lf, Roy Parnell 
• cf, James “Cool Papa” Bell - HOFer 
• rf, Chaney White 

Can you pick a better Sunday team? 
 
What did Willie “the Devil” Wells 
hit on Sundays?  In 350 games 
found, from 1924 to 1948, he hit .329 
and slugged for .520. In 1297 At 
Bats, Wells had 82 doubles, 21 triples 
and 41 home runs, with 253 RBI’s. 
“The devil made him do it!” 
 
From the NLRAG statistical study. 

Sabbath Starters: Listed below are the top 
pitchers who started Sunday’s game, the team’s 

biggest payday. 
1. SATCHEL PAIGE – 105 
2. SMOKEY JOE WILLIAMS – 98 
3. RAY BROWN – 96 
4. ELVIS HOLLAND – 92 
5. WILLIE FOSTER - 91 
6. CANNONBALL DICK REDDING - 90 
7. WILBER ROGAN – 88 
8. CHET BREWER – 83 
9. ANDY COOPER – 79 
10. TED “HIGHPOCKETS” TRENT - 78 

Dugout Reading 
The Best Season: The 
First Ninety Games by 
Bob May. How would 21 
stars from the blackball era 
like to be honored? There are 
a significant number of great 
historical books published on 
the NL. However, most of the 
evidence of their exploits on 
the field is anecdotal. May has 
created a simulated board 
game analysis of blacks vs. 
whites via a Bill James 

mentality. Contact the author at: maymb@charter.net for 
your copy of how to win the statistical game. 
 
Fans Seek to Name D.C. 
Ballfield after Mamie Johnson 

ellow African American historian and 
memorabilia collector Jerome Gray is helping 
lead an effort to name the field at Rosedale 

Recreation Center after pioneering player Mamie 
“Peanut” Johnson.  
 
History has it that Johnson was playing recreation league 
baseball at the District’s Rosedale Recreation Center, its 
ball field three blocks from the house where she lived 
with her Mom.  She did not know that former Negro 
Leagues player Bisch Tyson was watching the game and 
that he was captivated by her powerful right-handed 
pitching.  
 
The next day, she was 
introduced to Bunny Downs, 
manager of the Indy Clowns, 
who signed her to a contract 
after tryouts that afternoon. 
Two days later, the young 
lady was on a bus to 
Richmond, Virginia for spring 
training.  
 
Robert Clayton, a lawyer 
and native Washingtonian is 
helping former police officer 
Jerome Gray to honor Johnson’s achievement by naming 
the Rosedale Recreation Center’s field after her.  
 
Tiny, but tough, Johnson once struck out a batter who 
said she looked like a “peanut” on the mound. After 
retiring from her athletic career, Mrs. Johnson became a 
nurse and coached youth baseball.  She celebrates a 
birthday on September 27.  Send her some well wishes!

F
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Congress Will Be Asked to Probe 
Negroes Absence from Baseball 
– Reprinted from The Hartford Courant, 25 April 1945 

 
ongress will be asked to look into the question 
whether Negroes should play in the big leagues 
and other organized baseball circuits. 

 
Representative [Vito] Marcantonio (Rep-NY) said 
today he will introduce a resolution, probably Thursday, 

calling for a study “of 
racial discrimination in 
our national game.” 
 
“I maintain that baseball 
is interstate commerce, 
and as a member of the 
interstate commerce 
committee I’m going to 
ask Chairman Lea 
Democrat, California, 
for hearings soon on this 
problem,” the only 
American Labor Party 

member of the House told a reporter.  
 
The New Yorker added that he will “write to big league 
club owners and other officials in baseball to come down 
here and tell us why qualified players are not permitted 
to play.” 
 
Some Negro players definitely are good enough to make 
the big leagues, and “some would go down in the class 
of the game’s immortals with Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb and 
so on,” he said. 
 
“Baseball is America’s greatest sport, and it’s silly to 
pretend that Negroes are not among the best players 
when we have a Negro, Joe Louis, as our boxing 
champion: Jesse Owens was one of our greatest track 
stars, and Paul Robeson, stage star, and others have 
been standout college football players,” he remarked. 
 
The feeling of comradeship toward Negroes in other 
sports always has been fine, he said, with no question 
about color except in baseball, “where the attitude is 
contrary to American sportsmanship.” 
 
“I think that feeling is artificial,” he said. “I’m sure that 
if a Negro hit a homerun he would get just as much 
applause from the stands as anyone else.” 

My Top 3 Negro League Sluggers: 
NUMBER ONE: Turkey Stearnes – According to 
career stats compiled by the NLRAG team, Stearnes, not 
Gibson or Suttles, or Willard “Home Run” Brown, has 
the most career HR’s and TB’s.  With the exception of 
honorable mention Brown, no Negro League player has 
won more batting titles than 
Stearnes.   Why has this 
Nashville native gone 
unnoticed all of these years?  
Perhaps because he was a 
slugging outfielder, who 
batted lead-off.  Stearnes hit 
some of the longest taters 
recorded, but his slender 
build wasn’t of the slugger 
motif.  He didn’t remind 
anyone of anybody for he 
was unique in hitting style, 
batting stance and 
perceptible swiftness.  The tacit Turkey was a modest 
man, with immodest talent. 
 
NUMBER TWO: Mule Suttles - If you were asked, 
“Who was the greatest home run hitter of all-time; 
Aaron, Bonds or Gibson?” -- the silence would be triple 
platinum.  And justifiably so!  The “real” career leader in 
homers (Aaron), the ‘suspect” season holder (Bonds) 
and frequent flyer (Gibson) all have worthy cases, but no 
batter kicked harder than Mule Suttles. This mule of a 
man was an oxymoron, possessing surprising agility and 
quickness for someone of his largeness.  A declaration to 
Suttles position as a home run hitter is, in five East-West 
all-star games, Suttles batted cleanup twice and in the 
five spot, three times.  In the 1935 game, after three 
intentional walks, Suttles connected for the game-
winning hit, with two on and two outs, in the bottom of 
the eleventh inning to capture a thrilling 11-8 victory for 
the West squad. 
 
NUMBER THREE: Josh Gibson – Perhaps the 
black leagues’ most storied prolific slugger. In today’s 
power-conscious game, no player has beaten the Bronx 
canyon, but some say Gibson did. If Yankee Stadium 
was the “House that Ruth Built,” then Gibson was 
certainly the landlord.  If given an invitation to the 
majors, he would have de-pinstriped Yankee pitchers, 
and had his monument in the outfield.  Gibson also 
owned ballparks in Pittsburgh and Washington, DC.  In 
1943, he gave joy rides to 10 horsehides out of the 
spacious Griffith Stadium in the nation’s capital. That’s 
more homers than all the American League sluggers 
combined for in 77 games that season. Wow! 

Send me the names of your favorite three sluggers.

C
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Sunrises! 
SEND YOUR FAVORITE NEGRO LEAGUER A BIRTHDAY CARD. 
SEPTEMBER 
 3RD – REV. BILL GREASON – 88 
 4TH – JOSE SANTIAGO – 84 
 5TH – BILLY RAY HAGGINS – 83 
 7TH – RICKY MAROTO – 80 
 9TH – JIM PROCTOR – 77 
11TH – CLYDE PARRIS – 90 
16TH – OLLIE BRANTLEY – 81 
21ST – LOUIS CLARIZIO – 81 
22ND – SWEET LOU JOHNSON – 78 
27TH – MAMIE “PEANUT” 
JOHNSON – 77 
29TH – HAROLD GOULD – 88 
30TH – ARCHIE YOUNG – 82 
 
OCTOBER 
 2ND – JOE B. SCOTT – 92 
 7TH – HANK PRESSWOOD – 91, RAY MADDIX – 84 
13TH – DIRK GIBBONS – 84 
17TH – BILL BLAIR – 91 
20TH – REV. CLIFF LAYTON – 83 
25TH – WARREN O’NEIL – 95 
 
NOVEMBER 
4TH – ERNIE “SCHOOLBOY” JOHNSON – 84 
13TH – B.G. STEVENS – 77 
16TH – “SKEETER” BANKS - 92 
17TH – ROBERT ROSELL WILLIAMS – 80 
18TH- JAMES “RED” MOORE – 96, BOB 

“PEACHEAD” MITCHELL – 80 
20TH – BUDDY OWENS – 85 
23RD – WILLIAM “BABA” RICHARDSON – 78 
25TH – CLEO BROWN – 79 
28TH – CAL IRVIN – 88 
29TH – MINNIE MINOSO – 90 
30TH – ERNIE WESTFIELD – 73 
 
Andre Ethier ties Dodger record with 

10 straight hits in 2012. 
All-Time Leader Board at the Major League level, post-1900 

• Rap Dixon – 14 in 1929  
• Johnny Kling – 12 in 1902 
• Walt Dropo – 12 in 1952 
• Pinky Higgins – 12 in 1938 
• Pop Lloyd – 11 in 1924 
• Bernie Williams – 11 in 2002 
• Johnny Pesky – 11 in 1946 
• Tris Speaker – 11 in 1920 

Sunsets . . . .  
FRANK EVANS, 90, died August 3, 2012, in 
Montgomery, AL. Evans started his baseball career in 
1949 with the Cleveland 
Buckeyes. He later played 
outfield for the Detroit Stars, 
Memphis Red Sox and the 
Birmingham Black Barons. 
After his scouting days with the 
Montreal Expos and the Kansas 
City Royals, Evans coached the 
1983-88 Louisville Red Birds, 
mentoring them to American 
Association champions in 1984 
and 1985.  
 
Joseph Solomon Douse, 82, died August 
10, 2012 in Southfield, MI. The retired 
General Motors employee once 
pitched for the 1952-53 Kansas City 
Monarchs. In an interview with Kansas 
State University officials he claimed, 
"In 1952, I pitched a one hitter against 
the Philadelphia Stars in Buffalo, New 
York.” In 1953, Ernie Banks had the 
pleasure of playing with Joe Douse as 
a member of the Monarchs. He is a 
member of the Michigan Chapter of 
Negro League Baseball Players. 
 
Renovation of Buck’s House 

nder the direction of President Jack Bainbridge 
and training director Mike White, of Local 663, 
these men recently donated their services to the 

Friends of Community Preservation, a foundation 
preserving legacies in neighborhoods. 
 

The non-profit organization 
operates exclusively for 
charitable, educational and 
community support. Their major 
goal is to inspire and educate 
youth and families to achieve 
their divine potential and to act 
as a catalyst to renovate and 
revitalize local communities.   
 
Project 1 is to renovate the 
former home of Ora and John 

“Buck” O’Neil. It was originally on the market after 
his death in 2006 for $26,500, and in need of a new roof 
and plumbing repairs. The home is now owned by 
Bethel A.M.E. Church, O’Neil’s former church habitat. 

U
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Curly Williams inducted into 
Saskatchewan Baseball HOF 

n August 15, the Saskatchewan Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Battleford, Saskatchewan, Canada, 
inducted Willie “Curly” Williams. Williams 

played outfield from 1945 to 
1954 for the Newark Eagles, 
Houston Eagles, New 
Orleans Eagles, and the 
Birmingham Black Barons.  
An outstanding player he 
appeared in two East-West 
All-Star games, in 1950 with 
the Houston Eagles and in 
1951 with the New Orleans 
Eagles. 
 
Williams made a brief 
appearance with the Carman 
Cardinals in 1953 of the 
ManDak League. And from 
1955 to 1960 he starred with the Lloydminster 
Meridians/GreenCaps in the Northern Saskatchewan 
League. He later managed the Meridians in 1961 and 
1962. 
 
In 1997, the city of Sarasota, Florida proclaimed “Curly 
Williams Day” in honor of his efforts to raise funds 
through his foundation that provides college scholarships 
to needy students.  Source:  
http://www.attheplate.com/wcbl/profile_williams_curly.
html  
 
From the NLRAG statistical study. 

Highest Career Batting Averages 
Minimum of 1500 At Bats 

.365 Oscar “Heavy” Johnson 

.361 Josh Gibson  

.354 John Beckwith 

.353 Jud Wilson  

.351 Walter “Dobie” Moore 

.350 Oscar Charleston  

.346 John Henry “Pop” Lloyd  

.344 Norman “Turkey” Stearnes  

.336 Wilber “Bullet” Rogan 

.334 Cristobal Torriente 

.333 Willie “the Devil” Wells  

.333 George “Mule” Suttles  
 
All stats subjected to change as more games are 
discovered. Note, in 670 at bats found for Chino Smith, 
his lifetime batting average was .404. Smith’s career was 
short-lived as he died of yellow fever at the age of 28. 

The Krock Watch 
n 2012, the Negro Leagues Baseball Grave Marker 
Project continues with its mission to identify the 
final resting place of Negro League Baseball players, 

and mark the graves of those found unmarked.   
 
The granite marker for Hall of Famer King Solomon 
“Sol” White was delivered to the Frederick Douglas 
Memorial Park of Staten Island, New York in January.  
We are planning a formal public dedication later this 
year and will announce the installation date when 
confirmed. Go to http://www.nlbgmp.com/ for details. 

Markers for Walter Ball, Ted Strong and Billy Francis 
are being designed and manufactured, with installation 
by TRIGARD BRONZE MEMORIALS throughout 2013. 
 
Former Negro Leaguers are Honored – 
Bob Motley & Bill Greason 

n June 27, 2012, former umpire Bob Motley, 
89, and pitcher Bill Greason, 87,  received the 
Congressional Medal of Honor from President 

Barack Obama in Washington, DC. They were two of 
America’s first black Marines, in the unit known as The 
Montford Point Marines. They were among nearly 200 
living Marines to be recognized with America’s highest 
military decoration. 
 
The Montford Point Marines were a segregated unit 
and the first blacks to ever serve in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. They were stationed and trained at Camp Lejeune 
in Jacksonville, NC from 1942 to 1949. The N.L.’s only 
living umpire, Mr. Motley served from 1943 to 1946 
until he was honorably discharged 
with a Purple Heart for his service. 
 
After breaking the color barrier with 
the Oklahoma City Indians in 1952, 
Greason pitched briefly for the St. 
Louis Cardinals in 1954. Upon 
retiring from the diamond, Greason 
became a minister in Birmingham, 
AL. 

O I

O
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Invest in History 
t the Jerry Malloy Conference we had the 
pleasure of Mrs. Minnie Forbes, niece of Ted 
Rasberry, owner of the Kansas City Monarchs 

and the Detroit Stars.  In 1955, Rasberry, who owned the 
Stars, wanted to buy the Monarchs from Tom Baird, but 
the league officials would not approve ownership of two 
teams in the same league. Forbes became owner of the 
Stars for one season. Ms. Forbes, now in her 80’s is the 
last living owner of a Negro League team.  

If you were unable to attend the conference and would 
like to receive a signed photograph of Ms. Forbes 
receiving the ownership documents from Uncle Ted, 
send a donation in any amount to P.O. Box 380146, 
Kansas City, MO 64138.  Make all checks payable to 
SABR.  Your dollars help support our scholarship 
program, library grants and conference expenses, et al. 
Note, only nine (9) photos remain.   

“First Come, First Served!” 
 
Female owners in the Negro Leagues 
Olivia Taylor (Mrs. C. I. Taylor), 

Indianapolis ABC’s, 1922-24 
Effa Manley (Mrs. Abe Manley), 

Brooklyn Eagles, Newark 
Eagles, 1935-48 

Henryene Proctor Green (Mrs. 
Vernon Green), Baltimore 
Elite Giants, 1949-50 

Hilda Bolden Shorter, (daughter of 
Ed Bolden), Philadelphia 
Stars, 1951-52 

Minnie Forbes, Detroit Stars, 1956 
Vernadine Johnson, Newark Indians, 1959 

University of Texas – the William 
Blair Collection 

t age 90, William Blair, Jr., former Negro 
League pitcher for the Detroit Senators, and 
Indianapolis Clowns, military veteran, and 
Dallas-area civil rights leader and longtime 

newspaperman, came to the realization that much of the 
history he had lived though had already been forgotten 
by younger generations. 
 
Recently, Blair donated photographs, newspapers and 
memorabilia he had collected to the University of Texas 
at Arlington Special Collections Library. It took seven 
trucks to haul Mr. Blair’s collection to the university, 
which intends to develop a public exhibition around it.  
 
U.T.-Arlington officials, meanwhile, hope their future 
William Blair Collection will bolster their library’s 
reputation as a repository for artifacts of black history.  
 
U.T.-Arlington intends to make some of the materials 
available online. But Mr. Blair’s son, Darryl Blair, who 
now edits The Elite News, said people in the area should 

take advantage of the 
opportunity to see those 
historical items in person. 
 
Last September, Rochester 
Park at 3000 Municipal 
Street was renamed 
William Blair, Jr., Park. 
As founder of The Elite 
News, Blair established the 
city’s first parade to honor 

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr., in 1986. Truly a great honor for 
a humble man.  
================================== 
SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 
Larry Lester Co-chair, LarryLester42@gmail.com  
Dick Clark Co-chair,Tstearnes@comcast.net  
 
The Courier is a quarterly newsletter published by the 
Society for American Baseball Research (SABR); in 
March, June, September and December.  Inquiries, 
submissions and research requests can be sent to Larry 
Lester.  Back issues can be found HERE.  
 
To receive your personal copies of this newsletter join 
SABR by clicking here. For more information about 
SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee click here.        

Copyright © 2012 SABR.  All Rights Reserved. 

A A


