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ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

2010 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
for demonstrated excellence in historic preservation

Auburn Heritage Association, Auburn
The Auburn Heritage Association is awarded the Distinguished Service

Award for its more than thirty years of preservation work in Auburn. 
Founded in 1974, The Auburn Heritage Association (AHA) has 300

members, most of whom live in Auburn.  The organization has restored three
buildings in Auburn: Pebble Hill (1846), Ebenezer Baptist Church (1869) and The
Nunn-Winston House (1850).  

The Association led a two-year effort to place Sunny Slope on the 
National Register of Historic Places, a goal they accomplished in 2009.  Currently,
the Association is working on the National Register nomination for the Women’s
Club of Auburn’s meeting house, known as the General James Henry 
Lane House.  

The Association has contributed more than $30,000 to the Pine Hill Cemetery restoration project.  
The group is the primary sponsor for the Pine Hill Cemetery Lantern Walking Tour, a bi-annual event held
two nights in the fall.  The tour features 16 characters dressed in period attire who tell the story of Auburn’s
history and growth.  The Association developed a Pine Hill Cemetery brochure and restored Baptist Hill
Cemetery, an African American cemetery.  

They have worked with Auburn University to place 10 historic markers on each campus building
listed in the National Register as part of the University District.  For more information about the Association,
visit their website: www.auburnheritage.org.

Douglas B. Kearley, Mobile
Douglas B. Kearley is awarded the Distinguished Service Award for his

preservation efforts in Mobile.  As a Mobile architect for more than 30 years,
Kearley has a long track record of preservation service. He has been an officer on
the Mobile Historic Development Commission, been past president and longtime
member of the Banner and Shield Committee and the Properties Committee.
Kearley also sat on the Architectural Review Board for the commission.  He is 
the incoming president of the Historic Preservation Society, and is the former
president of the Friends of Magnolia Cemetery.

As an architect, he has achieved a high degree of excellence in historic
preservation, infill construction, and sophisticated new construction informed by
neoclassical principles.  He is the architect of choice for the Oakleigh Venture 
Revolving Fund.  He has also advised Whitney Bank in Alabama and 

Mississippi about incorporating formal neoclassical design principles for branch construction.  The 
Whitney Bank in Daphne is an example of his work.

He has worked to improve the conditions at Magnolia Cemetery by helping to restore the 
ornamental cast iron fences and gates.
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Senator Wendell Mitchell, Luverne

Senator Wendell Mitchell is awarded the Distinguished Service Award
for his dedication to reforming Alabama burial laws.

Sen. Mitchell has worked since 2005 to enhance Alabama’s cemetery
preservation laws. Through his support, Alabama’s cemeteries are more accessible
and more strongly protected. Without his leadership, these laws would not have
been passed with such overwhelming support, if at all.  Senator Mitchell has 
affected real change for historic cemetery preservation in the state.

In July 2005, Sen. Mitchell sponsored legislation forming the Historic
Cemetery Study Commission. In 2007 Sen. Mitchell sponsored SB464, which was
signed into law by Governor Bob Riley on June 13, 2007, as Act 2007-408. This bill
gives certain people the right to access a cemetery on privately owned or leased
property. Second, it authorized a county or city governing body to 

establish an authority and a trust fund for the maintenance of neglected cemeteries.   
In January 2010, Sen. Mitchell introduced legislation from the Historic Cemetery Study 

Commission’s recommendations, which included strengthening the state’s burial laws. This new legislation 
removed racist language from Alabama’s Burial Law that had allowed for the destruction of Native 
American burials on private property, but made it a crime to destroy non-Native American burials on that
same private property.  On April 30, 2010, Gov. Riley signed into law Act 2010-723.  For many years, the 
Alabama Historical Commission and law enforcement were powerless to stop the willful destruction at 
Native American burial sites located on private property.  Now all burial places will be treated equally 
under Alabama law. 

Since the establishment of the Historic Cemetery Study Commission in 2005, Sen. Mitchell has led
the movement that resulted in three cemetery preservation bills, which were signed into law by 
Gov. Riley. 

John Sledge, Fairhope
John Sledge is awarded the Distinguished Service Award for his 

dedication to the preservation movement in Alabama, and also for his 
contributions as a writer.

Sledge is a historian, author, and preservationist who has worked at the
Mobile Historic Development Commission for 24 years.  Sledge has numerous
family ties to the area and has developed a passion for the city during his time at
the commission.

An accomplished writer, Sledge has written three books about Mobile
focusing on three subjects: Mobile cemeteries, the city’s ironwork, and a book on
Mobile’s Greek heritage.  The titles include: “The Pillared City: Greek Revival 
Mobile” (2009),  “An Ornament to the City: Old Mobile Ironwork” (2006), and
“Cities of Silence: A Guide to Mobile’s Historic Cemeteries” (2002).

His three books have shed light on Mobile’s unique place in southern architectural history, while
also engaging the Mobile community to preserve its history.  He also serves as a tour guide for groups 
wanting to learn more about the city’s historic neighborhoods.  He has also written articles for Alabama
Heritage magazine.

Sledge was a critical player in the 2007 Ken Burns WWII documentary, “The War.”  He introduced
the producer to the city of Mobile and to the colorful veterans from Mobile who were featured as part of
the documentary.

Additionally, Sledge assisted the AHC by leading a tour of the Black Belt during a professional 
conference.

ROY SWAYZE AWARD

Dr. Ann B. Pearson, Auburn
Ann Pearson is awarded the Roy Swayze Award for the restoration and 

preservation of the Noble Hall plantation house in Auburn.  Located on Shelton
Mill Road in Auburn, Noble Hall was constructed between 1852-1854 on a 2,000
acre plantation.  Howard Major’s The Domestic Architecture of the American 
Republic: Greek Revival (1926) features Noble Hall, and Historic American 
Building Survey recorded it in 1934. Pearson recently placed a 100-acre 
conservation easement on the land surrounding Noble Hall, ensuring that the
land and home will be preserved for generations to come.

Noble Hall is one of east Alabama’s outstanding examples of mid-19th
century Greek Revival architecture.  It is generous in scale, spare in detail, and 
typical with a full-length pillared veranda tucked under a broad-hipped roof.  Its
mode of construction – rare in the Deep South – is also an east Alabama regional

characteristic.  It consists of massive walls formed in rubble stone and then covered outside with a thick layer
of stucco.  

In addition to restoring Noble Hall, Pearson is very active in the Auburn preservation community,
and is the city’s unofficial historian.  She also has worked many hours to preserve Auburn’s Pine Hill 
Cemetery and the Baptist Hill Cemetery, the city’s only African American cemetery.

Dr. Pearson wrote the official history of Auburn in the book “Lee County and Her Forebears”. 
Sweet Auburn! Loveliest Village on the Plains.  She is currently working with AHC Commissioner Dr. Ralph
Draughon on a new book titled Lost Auburn.

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION & 
ALABAMA TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

2010 PLACES IN PERIL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
for excellence in preserving a designated Alabama Place In Peril

Thomas Properties, LLC - Dr. Carla and Cleo Thomas
Houses of Noble Park, Anniston

Preservation challenges sometimes seem insurmountable, and in 
Anniston a 50-year debate about the future of four historic houses that 
represented the very essence of the community’s early history seemed positively
hopeless. Tangible reminders of the two most important periods in the city’s early
development, the late 1800s, when the city became known as the “Model City 
of the New South” and its later boom as the “soil pipe capital of the world” in 
the early 20th century, the Houses of Noble Park are among the city’s most 
important landmarks.

The Anniston City Board of Education acquired the houses in the late
1950s and early 1960s with the intent of demolishing them for the expansion of
their “educational park.” By the time they abandoned those plans in 2006, decades
of neglect and decay had taken their toll, and the structures were officially “Places

in Peril.”
Only one bid was received when the board first put the property up for sale–from someone who

wanted to demolish the houses for their materials. The property was eventually acquired by Noble Park 
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Investments, LLC, a partnership of local businessmen who hoped to redevelop the site and stabilized and
secured the houses. Their plans never materialized, but a local couple, Dr. Carla Thomas and her husband
Cleo, saw the potential in the houses and purchased three of them. Dr. Thomas envisioned moving her
medical office to the site along with husband’s law office and a professional meeting center. Work is nearing
completion on the project and Dr. Thomas has now acquired the fourth house.

This seemingly “lost cause” has been transformed into a highly visible success story that is a fitting
recipient of the first annual Places in Peril Award. The property includes three houses: Crowan Cottage,
1887; the Charles A. Hamilton House, 1925; and the William F. Johnston.

ALABAMA TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

2010 PRESERVATION RESTORATION AWARD
For exemplary restoration of Alabama historic buildings, sites 
or landscapes

Friends of Rickwood Field
Historic Rickwood Field, Birmingham

The Friends of Rickwood Field have been spectacularly successful in
protecting and preserving the oldest surviving professional ballpark in the United
States.  The Friends have raised more than $2 million to refurbish the grandstands,
scoreboard, locker rooms, roof, main entrance and other parts of the park.  
Moreover, they have re-invigorated Rickwood Field with life and love of the game,
coordinating an active schedule of high school, college, and semi-pro ball and the
annual Rickwood Classic—an official Southern League game hosted by the 
Birmingham Barons (Chicago White Sox AA affiliate) and played in old-style 
uniforms representing one of the many storied eras from Rickwood’s century of
baseball history.

The Friends’ work evidences a light touch—lots of cleaning, fresh paint,
maintenance and repair of the saintly facilities rather than wholesale restoration

that might have removed some of the lovely patina of age the old lady wears so gracefully. 
Home to Alabama’s only Negro League, the Birmingham Black Barons, Rickwood hosted baseball’s

great athletes including such legends as Shoeless Joe Jackson, Ty Cobb, Honus “Flying 
Dutchman” Wagner and Dizzy Dean as well as the Black Baron’s own Satchell Paige and Willie Mays, among
others.  In 1983, Rickwood Field was added to the National Register of Historic Places in acknowledgment
of its historic and aesthetic significance. 

Listed as one of USA Today’s 10 Great Places for a Baseball Pilgrimage, Historic Rickwood Field 
represents the best of historic preservation for the public good.  In recognition and appreciation for the
work of the Friends of Rickwood Field, the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation presents it with the 
2010 Preservation Restoration Award – a more than fitting tribute this year – Rickwood’s
Centennial Year.

2010 PRESERVATION REHABILITATION AWARD
for exemplary rehabilitation of historic buildings, sites 
or landscapes

David Braly and Mark Montoya
Firehouse Number 9, Montgomery

Firehouse Number 9, located at 1164 South McDonough Street, was
once a bustle of daily activity of the devoted firemen watching over the city of 
Montgomery.  As the area’s demographics and needs changed, Firehouse Number
9 fell to being used as the Fire Department’s radio shop and later for storage.
David Braly and Mark Montoya noticed that the Firehouse was standing vacant 
in the summer of 2005 and began investigating its purchase through the City of
Montgomery.  They were exploring places for a live/work situation that could
house their combined respective creative professions as an artist of large 
architectural and landscape designer. 

Firehouse Number 9 was constructed around the time of  World War I
in what is now called the Garden District.  Today, this community is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places and is protected with design review by

a local preservation ordinance. 
Braly and Montoya worked closely with master carpenter and contractor Andrew Bailey during

the rehabilitation construction process of Firehouse Number 9. They wanted to create a personal living
space for themselves upstairs and a spacious studio area downstairs while retaining as closely as possible the
original fabric of the building.  Braly and Montoya and their rehabilitation of Firehouse 
Number 9 serve as a shining example of an adaptive reuse rehabilitation project that recycled an obsolete
structure into a valuable contributor to a revitalized historic neighborhood.  In recognition of their dedication
and commitment, the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation presents a 2010 Preservation Rehabilitation
Award to David Braly and Mark Montoya.

Sloss Real Estate Group
Pepper Place/Martin Biscuit Co. Complex, Birmingham

The former Dr. Pepper Syrup and Bottling Plant and its neighboring
structure, the Martin Biscuit Company Plant, are located in the historic North
Lakeview Light Industrial District.  Each anchors a block within the district.  Sloss
Real Estate Group rehabilitated both properties and their adjacent buildings from
warehouse space into a historic complex with multi-faceted use ranging from 
interior design businesses, restaurants, a repertoire theatre, a grocery enterprise
focusing on Alabama-made products and a farmers market specializing in 
organic produce. 

Today Pepper Place, which includes both historic structures and 
adjacent buildings, proves without doubt that historic preservation as an 
economic development tool works.  Because of 22 years of work and 
commitment by the Sloss Real Estate Group, a historic district of Birmingham is

no longer characterized by empty warehouses and abandoned properties.  Instead, Pepper Place is a 
destination spot for locals and tourists alike.  The Pepper Place Farmers Market, alone, hosts 75 to 95 
vendor tents ranging from vegetable, fruit and herb farmers to bakers, cheese and jam makers, to small 



� �
nursery’s and independent artists.  On any given Saturday morning from late April through October, the
Pepper Place Farmer’s Market draws 3,500 to 8,000 customers. 

With more than two decades of rehabilitating old structures into new, vital spaces, Sloss Real Estate
Group is an outstanding example of the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation’s 2010 Preservation 
Rehabilitation Award.

2010 PRESERVATION SERVICE AWARD
for exemplary activities promoting preservation awareness

James (Jim) Waters, Birmingham
Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark

The Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation lost a longtime friend and
advocate with the passing of Jim H. Waters on January 11, 2010.  This year, he is
being honored with ATHP’s Preservation award for being a civic leader in the 
area of architectural preservation.

A past president of the Alabama chapter of the American Institute of
Architects, Waters was owner of his own firm since 1972.  Waters renovated his
office building (209 22nd St. North, a three-story, 8,000-square-foot structure built
in the late 1880s) in the 1970s, a preservation that was among the first of its kind
in the city of Birmingham.

Perhaps best known for his work with Sloss Furnaces National Historic
Landmark, Waters helped start the Sloss Furnace Association which led the
movement to save this historic site. Later, when the plan was in jeopardy, Waters

took over the reins of architect and venue planner leading the restoration and even insisting on the 
installation of a stage so that the furnaces would be a center of civic activity as well as preserving a unique
historic site.

Other works included projects for the Air National Guard, the Jefferson County 
Courthouse, and a number of other structures both large and small, including several projects for UAB’s
Medical Center. A favorite project was the renovation of the AXA house in Auburn where Waters had lived
himself while studying architecture at Auburn University. Some of his most recent work included the 
renovation of "The Villa" at Avondale Park. An active member of the Friends of Avondale Park, his extensive
research allowed him to work as an advisor on other projects in the park as well.   With enduring gratitude,
the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation awards posthumously the 2010 Preservation Service Award 
to James Waters.

2010  GWENDOLYN  C. TURNER LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
for life-long dedication and service to preservation 
in Alabama

Ann Smith Bedsole, Mobile
The Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation is not the first to recognize

Ann Bedsole for her many contributions to the citizens of Mobile and to the
state of Alabama.  Her lifetime of public service and her zeal for causes of all kinds
makes her most deserving of the Gwyndolyn C. Turner Lifetime Achievement
Award.  Mention Ann Smith Bedsole’s name and the words “trailblazer,” “leader,”
and “model volunteer” emerge.  

A native of Selma, she became the first Republican woman ever to be
elected to the Alabama House of Representatives and, later, the first women
elected to the Alabama State Senate, where she served until 1994.  While serving
in the state senate, she was appointed Chairman of the Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry Committee and sponsored the legislation creating the Alabama
School of Mathematics and Sciences where she served on its board as both the

vice-president and president. 
Her willingness to volunteer and serve others has not gone unnoticed. She has received the 

Meritorious Public Service Award from both the Montgomery Advertiser and the Alabama Journal and been
the recipient of Honorary Doctor of Law degrees from Mobile College, Huntingdon College and 
Judson College.  

A longtime supporter of preservation in Alabama, Bedsole has led efforts on many occasions to
raise awareness of the economic benefits of preservation.  Her commitment to historic preservation 
includes numerous projects in Mobile’s historic downtown and neighborhoods as well as projects further
afield.  She served as the founding president of the Mobile Historic Home Tours.  Her efforts to get people
to care about their downtown can be seen in successful restoration projects, such as the 1927 
European-style Saenger Theatre, the renovations of Franklin Firehouse and two other historic buildings 
in Mobile as well as the Murphy House and a c1800 farm house in Monroe County.  

She serves on the Mobile Historic Development Commission, the Mobile Bay Lighthouse 
Committee, as a commissioner for the Alabama Historical Commission, and one of two Alabama Advisors
to the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  She is active in efforts to preserve historic Barton Academy
– the first public school in Alabama and Perdue Hill’s Masonic Lodge and leads the charge opposing the 
proposed bridge over the Mobile River, which will impact historically significant sites.

Ann Bedsole continues to lead by example in her roles as distribution chairman of the Sybil H.
Smith Charitable Trust, which has funded renovation and preservation projects including the Monroe
County Courthouse, Oakleigh Mansion and the Museum of Mobile.  The Alabama Trust for Historic 
Preservation presents the Gwyndolyn C. Turner Lifetime Achievement Award to Ann Smith Bedsole.
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2010 PRESERVATION OF ALABAMA’S SMALL 
TOWNS AWARD
for restoration and rehabilitation of historic buildings, 
sites and d landscapes preserving the historic core of 
Alabama small towns and promoting the economic 
development of the community

City Of Union Springs
Downtown Revitalization

Union Springs is the county seat of Bullock County.  Located in 
southeast Alabama, Union Springs is a small historic town less than an hour's
drive from Montgomery, Auburn, Troy and Eufaula.   The town is known 
worldwide as the Field Trial Capitol of the World, and each February people
come from near and far to participate in the world's largest amateur Bird 
Dog Field Trials.

The City of Union Springs proves that preservation has a practical 
side – dollars and cents that lead to economic sustainability.  As the city 
continues to work on preservation projects throughout the community, their 
efforts are beginning to bear fruit. A visitor simply needs walk the streets to see
the evidence of a community stretching its preservation wings. 

This small town has worked to open and restore the Josephine Hotel. 
It has rehabbed four other buildings downtown that are now viable businesses (NOW New York Pizza,
florist and handmade gift shop, Upscale Sandwich restaurant, and an antiques store). They have also opened
the Red Door Theatre in the refurbished/adaptively reused Trinity Episcopal Church. The theatre hosts 4-6
plays a year and have been featured in Southern Living for this effort.  Finally their downtown has a new
look with flowers, benches and trash receptacles.

The Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation recognizes the citizens of Union Springs for their hard
work with the 2010 Preservation of Alabama’s Small Towns Award.

Chrissy and Alexander Nettles, Monroeville
Beehive Coffee and Books

In 2007, Chrissy and Alexander Nettles purchased the property now
known as Beehive Coffee and Books on the square in Monroeville, Ala.  Originally
built in 1930, the property for many years housed a furniture store and later had
a long life as Monroeville’s water and power companies, respectively sharing the
space with a wall built down the middle. In the relative boom years of Monroeville
during the late 1970s and early 1980s, the space became a beauty supply store,
later becoming an herbal supplement shop. 

Hurricane Ivan devastated much of Monroeville, including the roofs 
of nearly every building on its historic square.  Armed with a life-long love of 
historic buildings, completion of Mobile’s Historic Preservation Leadership classes,
and their children’s future college funds, the Nettles resolved to undo the 
cosmetic changes of the previous decades while preserving as much as possible

of the building’s original structure and integrity. Their goal was to establish a book store in Alabama’s literary
capital that paid homage to the era’s architecture (and setting of fictional Maycomb in To Kill A Mockingbird)
while capitalizing on the natural light and comfortable feel of the interior.

Beehive Coffee and Books opened May 20, 2008, and is still growing.  Beehive is a bookstore, 
coffee shop and meeting place. The First Friday of each month it offers live music, author events, art exhibits,
poetry readings and other events that welcome diverse members of our community. The Alabama Trust for
Historic Preservation recognizes the Nettles for Beehive Coffee and Books and their commitment to a
small town and their vision for preserving historic buildings while finding innovative applications for their use
and is pleased to award to them the 2010 PRESERVATION OF ALABAMA’S SMALL TOWNS AWARD.
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City Of Montgomery
Historic Downtown Montgomery

Historic preservation is an essential asset for the revitalization of 
Alabama’s downtowns.  Few places in the state exemplify that as well as 
Montgomery, where a concerted effort by local government and private 
developers has transformed what was once largely a vacant commercial area into
a vibrant district of lofts, restaurants and shops.  Numerous historic buildings have
been rehabilitated to create a major downtown destination for tourists and 
residents alike.

In addition to establishing the land-use tools that helped spur the 
redevelopment, the City of Montgomery sponsored major improvement 
projects in the area. Local developers bought and rehabilitated buildings investing
more than $12 million in preserving and revitalizing the city’s downtown 
commercial core.  Centered around The Alley, a mixed use project developed 

by Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & Miles, P.C., Jerry Kyser, and others, this facility includes restaurants,
meeting and event spaces, and loft apartments.  Adding to the cultural diversity of the area, The Children’s
Museum of Alabama is located in The Alley and additional retail and entertainment uses are planned.
Adding to the depth and scope of Montgomery’s downtown revitalization are the historic rehabilitation
projects in and around The Alley, including the Schloss & Kahn Building, the Steiner-Lobman Building, the
Montgomery Fair Annex, and the conversion of the historic Greystone Hotel into a new Hampton Inn.
New construction compliments the redevelopment of downtown Montgomery’s historic area, with the
Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa, Convention Center, Riverwalk, Riverwalk Stadium and Riverwalk
Ampitheatre, as well as the Montgomery Area Visitor Center in historic Union Station. The Downtown
Montgomery Historic District joins the city’s other historic attractions, including the Alabama State Capitol,
the Rosa Parks Library, the First White House of the Confederacy, Old Alabama Town, among many others,
to showcase how historic places are key elements for revitalizing communities.  The Alabama Trust for 
Historic Preservation presents the 2010 Preservation Of Alabama’s Downtowns Award to the City 
of Montgomery.

Regions Bank, Huntsville
Bank of Alabama Building

When Regions Bank decided to close its downtown Huntsville branch,
the bank donated to the City of Huntsville a marvelous gift – the historic Alabama
Bank Building – to Big Spring Partners, a public-private nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the revitalization of historic downtown Huntsville.  Today, the 
Alabama Bank Building is open for downtown community events and hosts a
branch of the Huntsville/Madison County Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Through its donation, Regions Bank ensured that the Alabama Bank Building will
be an active participant in Huntsville history for generations to come. 

Situated on a high, limestone bluff overlooking Big Spring Park, this 
elegantly proportioned Greek Revival bank building, designed by antebellum 
architect George Steele, has presided over the southwest corner of downtown
Huntsville’s historic district since 1835.  From this location, it has been a stately 

observer of three-quarters of American history and a central hub in Huntsville’s financial, business and 
civic life. 

Built in 1835, the building first served as a branch of the State Bank of Huntsville and later became
home to the Northern Bank of Alabama in 1852.  When federal troops entered Huntsville during the Civil
War, a cashier concealed all the liquid assets of the bank in a chimney in the building’s front office refusing to
reveal the hiding spot despite arrest, imprisonment and threat of death by hanging.  Union troops 
eventually released the cashier —and the bank’s assets remained hidden.

After the war, the building remained the home of banking institutions.  In 1865, the bank was 
reauthorized to operate as the First National Bank of Huntsville.  This institution became First Alabama Bank
of Huntsville in 197, a name that was later changed to Regions Bank.  While the name of the institution 
operating inside the historic bank building changed, one thing remained constant: – the commitment by
Regions’ board of directors to maintaining and preserving this architecturally and historically significant 
building.  For this commitment and care of a historically significant structure in Huntsville’s downtown core,
the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation is pleased to award the 2010 Preservation of Alabama’s 
Downtown Award to Regions Bank. 
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BLACK HERITAGE COUNCIL OF ALABAMA

2010 IDELLA CHILDS DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD
For work with outstanding preservation projects that 
highlight Alabama’s African American heritage

Addre Bryant, Montgomery
Addre Bryant of Montgomery is awarded the Black Heritage Council’s

2010 Idella Childs Distinguished Service Award for his exemplary leadership as
president of the Montgomery County Farmers Service and Welfare Association
(MCFSWA) in preserving the historic Tankersley Rosenwald School near Hope
Hull, Montgomery County.  The school was constructed c 1922 as was one of 13
schools in Montgomery County that received assistance from the Rosenwald
School Building Fund. In the early 20th century, Booker T. Washington and Julius
Rosenwald, then CEO of Sears, Roebuck and Co. developed the Rosenwald
School Program to build schools for blacks in mostly rural areas of the South.
From 1912-1932, the program helped fund more than 5,000 schools in 15 
southern states; with 389 were constructed in Alabama.

Tankersley is one of two schools funded under the program found to be remaining in 
Montgomery County. The Tankersley School closed in 1967 due to an integration order. 

For the better part of the decade from 2000-2010, Bryant has led the Association’s efforts to 
document, promote and plan for the preservation of the Tankersley Rosenwald School. Under his 
leadership, the group stabilized the building by putting on a new roof, sealing the doors and windows, and
painting the building.  They also worked to document and promote the history of the building through 
designation in both the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage and the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Bryant’s advocacy to preserve the Tankersley Rosenwald School building has led to the Association 
receiving multiple sources of support, including a major grant from the Lowe’s Charitable and Educational
Foundation through the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The group plans to use the matching 
grant funds to rehabilitate the building for community use.

Memphis Boston, Tuskegee
Memphis Boston of Tuskegee is awarded the Black Heritage Council’s

2010 Idella Childs’ Distinguished Service Award for her exemplary leadership in
preserving the historic Harris Barrett School in Franklin, Macon County. Boston, a
retired nurse and member of the Franklin Township City Council, serves as 
chairperson of the board of directors for the Harris Barrett School, Inc., which she
helped to establish in 1991. The group includes alumni and 
community members working to preserve the school building as a museum 
promoting the community’s stories and the history of rural black education.

The Harris Barrett School was constructed c 1904 as part of the
Southern Improvement Company (SIC) begun by Tuskegee Institute and 
Hampton Institute trustees to provide black tenants the opportunity to buy land

and become independent farmers. The SIC helped more than 65 families buy land and supplied the farmers
with a saw mill, grist mill, cotton gin, blacksmith shop and brick-making facilities in addition to the school.
Tuskegee Institute students made the bricks for the school and assisted in its construction.

Under Boston’s leadership, the group, a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt nonprofit, raised funds, mostly
through community fundraisers, to purchase the building and three acres of adjoining land, a historical
marker, and metal buildings for restrooms, a kitchen and storage. They have worked with a variety of 
partners on the project, including the National Park Service, Tuskegee Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Alabama Tourism Department, Macon County BOE and local businesses to raise awareness and support
for the preservation of the building. The museum collection includes artifacts, such as desks, paintings, vintage
lunchboxes, etc., that were donated by former students, teachers and other community members. 
The school is listed in the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage and serves as a tourist attraction 
within the greater Tuskegee area and Town of Franklin.


